This experimental work will be published elsewhere (Grimont et al., manuscript in preparation).
The International Code of Nomenclature of Bacteria (4) stipulates that a Request for an Opinion should be submitted to the Judicial Commission for vote after a period of 6 months after the date of publication of the Request. This 6-month time between publication of a Request for an Opinion and a decision of the Judicial Commission is too short for experimental work to be conducted and then published in the International Journal of Systematic Bacteriology, a quarterly.
Because we now have evidence to prove that S. Ziquefaciens and S. proteamaculans are close but discrete genospecies, if one name or the other were to be rejected by the Judicial Commission, a new name would have to be given to replace the rejected name. This would further escalate the confusion that presently exists in the nomenclature of Serratia species.
Therefore, we request that the Judicial Commission (i) conserve both names (S. Ziquefaciens and S. proteamaculans), (ii) drop any action
